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I’ve been involved with Lewes Football Club for over ten years now. Initially as a fan when 
my family first moved to Lewes in 2007. But pretty soon after that I got involved behind the 
scenes when the club nearly went out of business in 2009. Along with five other local 
people, I formed an action group called Rooks125 and set about creating a rescue plan for 
the club. After nine months of hard work and fundraising from the local community, we 
completed a community takeover of the club, turned it into a fan-owned, not-for-profit 
company and paid off all its outstanding debts. That turned out to be the easy bit. 
 
Since then, I have worked with different sets of Board members (Ed Ramsden has also been 
on the board throughout this phase) to put in place a workable long-term strategy that will 
ensure the club’s financial sustainability and support our teams playing at the highest level 
possible. But it’s not only about the football for me. The clear vision of the club now is “to 
be an exemplary football club on the largest achievable stage”. ‘Exemplary’ means both on 
the pitch and off it. I love it when our teams play good football but I equally love it when we 
use football to do good. If a football club is only about football then it simply won’t connect 
to enough people in its community and, crucially, it won’t be using the incredible power that 
football has to change society for the better. 
 
In my tenure as a board director, we have put local charities (and national ones) on our 
shirts; we’ve supported numerous campaigns from the current ‘Gambling With Lives’ to ‘No 
More Page 3’ to ‘Football v Homophobia’ to local Food Banks and many more. I don’t view 
our ‘Equality FC’ gender-equality stance as simply a campaign as I believe it has become a 
fundamental part of what Lewes FC about and indeed what all football clubs should be 
about. 
 
We’ve also added lots of new community teams to our ranks including a Men’s Vets team a 
Women’s Vets team, a Women’s Walking Football team and our ‘Football Therapy’ Mental 
Well-being team. And we’ve hooked up with Lewes FC Juniors (formerly Lewes Bridgeview) 
to create an end-to-end development pathway for local boys and girls. They now regularly 
play and train on the 3G all-weather pitch that this club built for the community four years 
ago, funded in part by fan investments. 
 
This club has already shown the power it can have to affect people’s lives for the better, but 
I honestly believe that our biggest victories, both on the pitch and off it, are yet to come.  
 
I’m in the fortunate position where I can spend around 40 hours a week or more on football 
club things and I’m really happy to do it. My speciality area is in Marketing and community 
development, but I’m happy to get involved wherever needed. I still have huge enthusiasm 
to get our teams up the Leagues, to do some major redevelopment to our beloved Dripping 
Pan and to fully establish Lewes FC as a beacon for good practice in football. If re-elected, it 
will continue to be my pride and privilege to help build a football club that Lewes and the 
wider football community can be proud of. 
 


